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While the letter from Paramo et al raises some interesting
points concerning use of LMWH in patients undergoing vascular
surgery, the data do not support the issues raised. Specifically, since
the long-term process of neointimal hyperplasia was not addressed
in these studies, the effect of unfractionated heparin or LMWH on
neointimal hyperplasia is irrelevant to discussion of the data.
The paper by Dr Paramo and colleagues is based on the
reduced length of stay for patients receiving LMWH (P  .05).
Since P .05 seems to be barely significant and may be completely
changed by minimal variation in the data, it is possible there may be
a type I error in the core conclusion of the paper.
To suggest that early graft thrombosis may be decreased with
use of LMWH is not supported in the limited available literature.
The early graft thrombosis in our study seemed to have been due to
poor quality conduits with limited available outflow rather than to
any anticoagulation protocol. Furthermore, studying the issue of
graft thrombosis with retrospective data is suspect.
Finally, Dr Paramo and colleagues suggest that the incidence
of bleeding complications may compare “favorably” for LMWH
and unfractionated heparin. However, when bleeding complica-
tion rate of 2 of 35 with LMWH is compared with a rate of 4 of 35
with unfractionated heparin, P  .337, suggesting either that the
numbers are too small for such analysis or that there is no differ-
ence. In our experience, we noted a higher incidence of wound
hematoma in the carotid endartectomy group and discontinued
use of LMWH in our patients for the first 24 hours. This group was
not examined by Paramo et al. While their article adds to the
growing body of literature on the use of LMWH, its limitations
underscore the need for prospective randomized data with ade-
quate numbers of patients.
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